Summary of all Phonetic symbols

Vowel sounds

/ol 1l /el lal Ial oo/ [ol 1ol /i IV 1@/ ey

Diphthongs
/a1/ /av/ /o1/

R- colored vowels

3 Monophthongs
IT €r ar or
arr Triphthong
Terminology
Vowel: a Speech Sound made with the vocal tract open.
*Vocal sound that has no obstructions (Linguistic)
Diphthong: A Sound formed by the combination of two Vowels in one Syllables.

* A vowel Sound that starts near the articulatory position for one vowel and moves toward the
position for another.

R-colored vowels: A vowel followed by “r” in the same Syllable.

Syllables: Segment of speech uttered with a single impulse of air.

Consonant sounds

0/ 10/ /t/ /m/ /b/ K/ g 1y ) Ipl 1T

NI N Isl 1z 1111 13/ Ind Ih] 1 1ds/

Iwl il I 1d/

Stop sound overview

voiceless voiced

~ ~

A consonant sound is a speech
sound in which the air stream is
at least partially blocked.

/p-b/ N\ N\ lips

alveolar
ridge

/k-g/ | "4 ‘ throat



Recap:

e There are 6 stop sound in American English: /p, b, t, d, k, g/
e Voiced stops: /b, d, g/ Voiceless stops: /p, t, k/

e Make the initial stops with a puff of air (Aspirated): “play”

e Make the final stops without a puff of air (Unaspirated): “lap”
e Vowel length rule

= Make the vowels before the voiced stops sound longer
=  Make the vowels before the Voiceless stop sound shorter

eMake a “flap /t/”” between voiced sounds: “water”
eMake a “glottal /?/” before unstressed or weak syllables ending with /n/
elt’s okay to drop /t/ and /d/ after the /n/: “Winter” /wina-/

Fricative consonant sound

A sound that’s made by partially blocking the air which creates an audible friction.

e N ( N/ N .

few hiss fashion think happy
\. y € \. \. A
4 r 4 y R

r >
N )

view his vision this
\. A A y € y W,

Remember:

= Lightly bite your lower lip
= Make a strong continuous sound



Classification of American English sounds
*Nota: All vowel and diphthong are voiced and some consonants!
Voiceless consonants
/Pl 8K g1 118/ Is! [T /h/
Voiced consonants

JA YA VR T« < TRA VAL YA 70 16 v Yl Yl TRA VA (A T

1) Vowel Sound 2 (schwa) as in ago

The /o/ sound is a weak version of the /a/. As it’s used in unstressed syllables, make it more relaxed.

Top 3 Vowel Sounds In American English

Vowel Sound /3 / Most Common Spelling @ 1

0 as in ‘product’




2) Soundvowel u_asin “blue”

To make the /u/ sound, round your lips in a tight circle and push them forward.

Vowel Sound / u/ Most Common Spelling

@ as in too'
o as in 'do’

3) Vowel Sound ¢ as in bed.

To produce the & sound, relax your lips, relax your tongue and lower your tongue to the middle
of your mouth.

Vowel Sound / £ / Most Common Spelling




4) Vowel Sound /a/ as in “got”
To pronounce the /a/ sound, flatten your tongue and drop your jaw as low as you can.

Vowel Sound / a/ Most Common Spelling

Vowel Sound / a / Is Often Confused

. dO" ® h
\)\\ = =5 U{ %

32 Y
N .
3 \
. 3]
3 x
2\ /&

IR /D
o -
v o\)«

Peo, . adon

5) Vowel sound /4/ as in “us”

To make the / A/ sound, open your mouth slightly and relax your lips.

Vowel Sound / A/ In Other Languages
) Vowel Sound / A/ Most Common Spelling

@ as in 'young'
@ as in 'flood’




6) Vowel sound /ov/ as in “ go”

To say the / ou/ sound, tense your lips, round them and then pull them in a tighter circle.

Vowel Sound / ou / Most Common Spelling

@ as in ‘though'

@ as in ‘sew’

7) Vowel Sound / v/ as in put

To pronounce the /u/ sound, relax your rounded lips and open your mouth slightly.

Vowel Sound / u/ Most Common Spelling

as in ‘put’
as in '‘book’

as in 'wolf

000eeo

as in 'could’




8) Vowel sound /5/ as in “on”

To make /o/ sound, lower your tongue and open your mouth fully

Vowel Sound /> / Most Common Spelling Vowel Sound / >/ Issues
o asin’on’ *‘.own-o,,.
@ as in 'cause’ .\'b . v ‘s\@,“
© asin'water 03' \ @
~ ) -
Q as in ‘call' 8 \ £
ol 3 | i
Q as in 'saw 2 l ’J g
@ as in ‘thought' '9 \ './ F
as in 'broad' o 2%
o2 (A oF

9) Vowel /i/ as in “be”

To make the /i/ sound, slightly open your mouth slightly and raise your tongue very
high.

Top 3 Vowel Sounds in American English

Q s

Vowel Sound / i / Most Common Spelling

G




10) Vowel sound /1/ as in “it”

To pronounce the /1/ sound, relax your lips and raise your tongue high in your mouth.

Top 3 Vowel Sounds in American English

Qo

11) Vowel sound /ee/ as in cat

Vowel Sound / 1 / Most Common Spelling

\
v,_“‘ o as in 'big’

y ° as in ‘English’
© osin‘image

o as in 'gym’

To pronounce the /&/ sound, drop your jaw as low as you can and flatten your tongue.

Vowel Sound / & / Issues

.head.
5.9?6' v e,
A
N/ \1
& %
c| P
S I8
< b
¥

Dy P
9. pag e

Vowel Sound / &/ Most Common Spelling




12) Vowel sound /et/ as in “make”

To make the /e1/ sound, tense your tongue and lips and open your mouth partially.

Vowel Sound / e1/ Most Common Spelling

1) Diphthong sound /at/ as in “sky”

The Diphthong sound /a1/ is formed by blending two vowel sounds in one Syllable, as in “like”
and “sky”.

Remember

(@® Do not reduce the second sound in diphthongs!

Diphthong /'d1p-8on/
¥ -2 sound formed by the combination of two
vowels in one syllable
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2) Diphthong sound /av/ as in “cloud”

The Diphthong sound /av/ is formed by blending tow vowel sounds in one Syllable.
Remember:

e Do not reduce the second sound in Diphthongs
¢ Do not pronounce Diphthongs through the nose

Spelling ‘

‘ou’ = /au/ as in the words "couch,” “loud" - 69%

‘'ow' = /au/ as in the words “cow,” "owl” - 31%

3) Diphthong sound />1/ as in “Boy”
The Diphthong sound /o1/ is formed by blending two Vowel sounds in one Syllable.

*Do not reduce the second sound in diphthong!

Spelling {

‘oi’ = /21/ as in the words "coin,” "point” ~ 60%

‘oy’ = /o1/ as in the words "boy,” "toy" ~ 40%




R- Colored Vowel Sound Overview

[I%2]

R-colored vowel: A vowel followed by “r” in the same Syllable

11

R-colored vowels overview

.................

|
Recap: 0 @ @ Q Diphthongs

A vowel followed by 'r' in one syllable is an R-colored vowel. \ @ \} Triphthong
~ 24% of American English words have an R-colored vowel. @~ ~-=====-===------

Most non-native speakers mispronounce R-colored vowels. »

The /2/ and the /&/ are the R-colored monophthongs.

The /1r/, /er/, /ar/, and /or/ are the R-colored diphthongs.

The /arr/ is the R-colored triphthong.

I EEEEQ

find links to the R-colored vowels videos in the description below

8

R-colored vowels: frequency and spelling

SPELLING SOUNDS
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1) R-colored vowel sound /3/ as in “first”

Make the /3-/ sound your mouth a little open and your lips slightly rounded. Tense your tongue
and curl its tip back.

R-Colored Vowel Sound / 3/

R-Colored Vowel Sound / 3/

vowel + 'r' = R-colored vowel sound

S888

/3/ occurs in stressed syllables g oy < - V"",,"."""".;"-"-";‘;";’;;":9:".\:
| Q ) eteacher"‘n !
/o/ is a weak version of /a/ R
' € clear ) care ) fire !
/&/ occurs in unstressed syllables Q., )@ } Tohony

2) R-colored vowel sound /> / as in “after”

The /2+/ sound is a weak version of the /3-/. To make it, open your mouth slightly, relax your lips,
and curl the tip of your tongue back.

tense relaxed

.. previously on Sounds American

/ 3\- / ~ / a. / vowel +'r' = R-colored vowel sound
~ /a/ can be spelled with different vowel letters
/3/ occurs in stressed syllables
asin"first® » asin "after" »
R-Colored Vowel Sound / & / R-Colored Vowel Sound / & /

e nature ) e editor “

words with the /a>/ sound that are often mispronouncad
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1) R- Colored Vowel Sound /1r/ as in “hero”
v It’s okay to make a sound in between tense /i/ and relaxed /1/
v" Some dictionaries this sound as /1ar/, /11/ or /ir/
Remember:
e Do not reduce the /t/ sound.
e Avoid trilling the /r/ sound in R-colored vowel.

" R-colored vowels overview recap:
R-colored vowel sound /1r/ — most common spelling

The /1r/ is one of the seven American R-colored vowels,
The /1r/ is an R-colored diphthong.

The /1r/ is made by merging the /1/ and the /r/ sounds.
Most non-native speakers mispronounce R-colored vowels.
The spelling for /1r/ could be confusing.

&  find the link to the R-colored vowels overview in the descnption below

2) R-colored vowel sound /ev/ as in “chair.
Start with the /e/ sound then link it with the /r/, curling the tip of your tongue back.

Remember:
e Do not reduce the /r/ sound in R-colored vowel.
e Avoid trilling the /r/ sound in R-colored vowel.

R-colored vowels overview recap:

R-colored vowel sound /er/ = most common spelling

The /er/ is one of the seven American R-colored vowels
@ screpwen The /er/ is an R-colored diphthong.
. s L The /er/ is made by merging the /e/ and the /r/ sounds
Q o Most non-native speakers mispronounce R-colored vowels
@ oot srom The spelling for /er/ could be confusing.
o charvy, manry
@ Woar, pest (<] find the link to the R-colored vowels overview in the description below
© v

o



3) R-colored vowel sound /ar/ as in “ car”

Start with /a/ and then link it with the /r/, curling the tip of your tongue back.

Remember:
e Do not reduce the /r/ sound in R-colored vowel.
e Avoid trilling the /t/ sound in R-colored vowel.

R-colored vowels overview recap:

The /ar/ is one of the seven American R-colored vowels
The /ar/ is an R-colored diphthong.
The /ar/ is made by merging the /a/ and the /r/ sounds.

Most non-native speakers mispronounce R-colored vowels.

(CHCMCH

= find the link to the R-colored vowels overview in the description below

Beware! ‘AR’ can be pronouced 4 different ways!

0 park, shark
‘ parent, share )

e warm, quarter

14

The spelling for /ar/ could be confusing R-colored vowel sound /ar/ = most common spelling

@ park, farm ‘
6 corridor, torrent )
@ heart
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4) R-colored vowel sound /or/ as in “sport”
Start with the /o/ sound then link it with /r/, curling the tip of your tongue back.
*Some dictionaries represent this sound as /or/, /o1/, /o1/, /02!

Remember:
e Do not reduce the /r/ sound in R-colored vowel.
e Avoid trilling the /r/ sound in R-colored vowel.

R-colored vowel sound /ar/ = most common spelling

@ sport, north )
o warm, quarter

@ board, roar

OR' ~ 79% Q door, floor )

@ horribie, warranty

R-colored vowels overview recap:

The /or/ is one of the seven American R-colored vowels
The /ar/ is an R-colored diphthong.
The /ar/ is made by merging the /a/ and the /r/ sounds.

Most non-native speakers mispronounce R-colored vowels.

CHCH NN

The spelling for /or/ could be confusing.

= find the link to the R-colored vowels overview In the description below
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1) R-colored vowel sound / arr/ as in “ fire”
Start with the Diphthong /a1/ then link it with the /1/, curling the tip of your tongue back.
*Some dictionaries represent this sound as /ator/ or /are-/!

Remember:
e Do not reduce the /r/ sound in R-colored vowel.
e Avoid trilling the /r/ sound in R-colored vowel.

R-colored vowels overview recap:

The /arr/ is one of the seven American R-colored vowels.
The /arr/ is an R-colored triphthong

The /arr/ is made by merging the /a1/ and the /r/ sounds.
Most non-native speakers mispronounce R-colored vowels.
The spelling for R-colored vowels could be confusing

= find the link to the R-colored vowels overview in the description below

R-colored vowel sound /air/ — most common spelling

Q_ wire, vampire
Q fly - flyer ) R-colored vowel sound /air/ = most common spelling
@ lie - liar

° wire, vampire )

@ identify-identifier
° ° other spelling

IR ~78%

IR'~99%




17

Consonant sounds

Stop sound overview American English Pronunciation.

Consonant sounds: A consonant sound is a speech sound in which the air stream is at least
partially blocked.

n Stop Sounds Overview
Stop sounds: 80% of English words have at least one stop sound!

Stop sounds: pie toy key
e First, the air stream is stopped in your mouth 0 Q @
e Next, it’s released with a puff of air =X - geme
Stop the air with your lips to make / p /and / b/ Stop the air with the tip of your tongue for /t/and / d /
r‘\ r‘ /pb/ lips
S S
g AN\
pie /pay/ buy /bar/ tan fien/ o/ aen /t-d/ :I‘;lge:lar
Stop the air with the back of your tongue for /k /and / g/
|‘ ‘% /k-g/ throat
kite /kart/ guy /gar/
pay bay town down
/pey/ /bet/ [taun/ /daun/
> > » »

coat goat
/kout/ /gout/
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Aspiration: making a sound with a puff of air
Final stop rule: At the end of words (and syllables) stop sounds are made without a puff of air.
Terminology:

e Aspirated: stop sounds with a puff of air
e Unaspirated: stop sounds without a puff of air

Vowel Length Rule: There’s something else you’ll need to know about vowels before consonant
sounds.

Vowel Length Rule: Vowels before Voiceless stop sounds are shorter than Vowels before voiced
stops.

Positional Variations: There are two more ways to pronounce the /t/ sound in American English.

. ;
w Stop Sounds Overview N Stop Sounds Overview s Stop Sounds Overview
> 4 >

e
wEtEd button willter
/'wota/ /'ba?n/ /'win-a/
4 > >

Recap conversational tempo «@

There are 6 stop sounds in American English: / pbtdkg/

Voiced stops: / b,d.g /; voiceless stops. / p.tk/

Make the initial stops with a puff of air: "pay” /per/

Make the final stops without a puff of air: “lap® /laep/

Make the vowels before the voiced stops longer Ametican Stop Sounds Quiz

Make a “flap T" between voiced sounds: "water” /'wol &/ @ city

Make a “glottal T" in words like "button” or “certain’ @ eight

It's okay to drop /t/ and /d/ after the /n/: "winter” / win-a/ g :::en
& bid
@ bit

O Can you recall the rules that apply to these words?
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1) TH consonant sound /0/ as in “think”

Place the tip of your tongue between your teeth and release air over your tongue to make the /6/
sound.

Consonant Sound / 8/ In Other Languages ‘TH": Voiceless / 8 / vs. Voiced / 8 /
R &
& -‘ Q ik <)@ thee o)
X 2 i 6 theater 4 ) e this  «))
, Q@ reah )@ that @)
® L. P - G birthday () Q bathe «))
'e’ “ > Q@ bean «) @ breathe @)

2) TH consonant sound /d/ as in “ this”

Place the tip of your tongue between your teeth and release air over your tongue adding your
voice.

Consonant Sound / 3 / Frequency of Use

‘ C Consonant Sound / 8 / Typical Issues

~1% words > B0% sentences*

* 37 ot of 34 wertancen 0 Buk 000 harve it least one /Y sound
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3) Consonant sound /v/ as in “run”
To pronounce the /r/ sound, curl the tip of your tongue back. Avoid touching your tooth
ridge.

Consonant Sound / r/ Typical Issues

= .'l Consonant Sound / r / and R-Colored Vowels
v - = 2908 e
. 0000 ©
—A_2 I @ -
e El o 000 e
© for
00 )
] @
4) Consonant sound /m/ asin “map”
To pronounce the /m/ sound, close your lips and direct the air to your nose.
Good news! News that's not so good
95% of languages have the /m/ sound Pronunciation of the /m/ sound may vary

Consonant Sound / m / Practice - Part 3

/m/vs./n/vs./n/

niuse you dio
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5) Consonant sound /b/ as in “boy”
The /b/ 1s made with a slight puff of air at the beginning of words and unstressed syllables.

voiceless voiced
Aspirated /b / Unaspirated /b / =
‘ ‘ Hos
—r—

# % alveolar
ridge
throat

big /brg/ job /d3ab/

6) Consonant sound /k/ as in “key”
The /k/ is made with a strong puff of air at the beginning of words and stressed syllables.

voiceless voiced
Aspirated / k / Unaspirated / k /
A2 N P L lips
' 1 ' 1
% (s S
alveolar
ridge
key /ki/ look /luk/
throat

/ k / is not aspirated after / s /

Consonant sound / k / most common spelling

o cat, cot, cut, club
‘Lﬂx drink )
0 rock, back
o ache, school

e ™~
. hiccup, occur )

@ unique, technique

skate /skert/




7) Consonant sound /g/ as in “gift”

22

The /g/ 1s made with a slight puff of air at the beginning of words and stressed syllables.

lips

alveolar
ridge

throat

Beware of spelling !
Do not confuse the /g/ and the /d3/ sounds!

©-8-0

Pronounce letter 'G' as / d3 / before 'E,l,Y™*

' m."—>/®coo/

@ *note exceptions like ‘get. ‘give, ‘girl!

Aspirated / g / Unaspirated / g /
’ U ’ U
game /germ/ dog /dog/

Pronounce letter 'G' as / g / before 'A,0,U'

aEnn > /@ eee/

Pronounce letter 'G' as / g/ before consonants*

"&ﬂﬂ" - /@000/
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8) Consonant sound flap T */{/ as in “ water”
The /t/ sound becomes a flap a T /t/ when it’s surrounded by voiced sounds. It’s made by
voicing the /t/ consonant and sounds like a quick /d/.

Disclaimer:
>
e It’s okay to always use a regular “T” W E 't m
* .
e The flap /t/, however, sounds more American.
/'wot-e/
voiceless voiced
little metal bottom
/iy /' metl/ /'barm/
> > >

@ in these words the /|/ is between a vowel and a voiced consonant

alveolar
ridge
Betty dated writer
/' beti/ /'der-tid/ / rarte/
» > >

@ In these words the /1/ is between two vowel sounds

9) Consonant sound /y/ (ng) as in “thing”
To make the /1/ sound, pull the back of your tongue up to the throat and force the air to
your nose.

eeong - / aoem

Hold on tight, we'll explain it in a minute!

The consonant sound / ) / cheat sheet

‘eeng” =+ / e/ at the end of a word
. , "snge" > / *ng* /in the middle of a word
eng+" > / “@)E)"

"enke" = "ence” = / enkes / wherever it occurs

Hold on tight, we'll explain it in a minute!

k> 1 QR

Hold on tight, we'll explain it in a minute!
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10) Consonant sound /p/ as in “pie”
The /p/ is made with a strong puff of air at the beginning of words and stressed syllables.

Remember, stop sounds at the end of words are made without a puff of air.

Remember, the /p/ sound is made without a puff of air in the /sp/ cluster.

Aspirated / p / Unaspirated / p /
( y
pay /pet/ lap /lzep/

alveolar / p/is not aspirated after / s /

ridge "\

throat

speak /spik/

11) Consonant sound /f/ as in “fun”

e Lightly bite your lower lip and release a stream of air over it to make the /f/ sound.

3680808
Remember: few hiss fashion || think happy
e Lightly bite your lower lip LaJ [?J {9} [@} {“UJ

view vision this
e Make a strong continuous sound

e Make sure you gently bite your lower lip (in middle).

e Make a vowel before the /f/ shorter (final). [

Fricative consonant: A that’s made by partially blocking the air which creates an audible friction

Things to watch out for: spelling Things to watch out for: similar sounds

9 9 o
(Qldone couffl) [d/e/t/P/F]

Consonant Sound / f / = most common spelling

° fine, life p
':i coffee, effect )

Q ?hone-, nephew

@ cough, tough

@ the /1/ sound is not always represented by 'f @ oven if they resemble the American /{/, they're still different
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12) Consonant sound /v/ as in “very”

e Lightly bite your lower lip and release a stream or air over it to make the /v/ sound, don’t
forget to add your voice.

e Make sure you gently bite your lower lip (middle) /0\:&3‘ .
e Make vowels before the /v/ longer (final) 0 © o B’J

Fricative consonant: A that’s made by partially blocking the air which creates an audible friction.

Remember:

e Lightly bite your lower lip
e Make a strong continuous sound
e Add your voice

Did you know? The /v/ sound is always represented by the letter “v”. But there’s one exception.
There is, “of” Av

13) Consonant sound /l/ as in “Let”

Not All / 1/ Sounds Are the Same

To make the/l/ sound, put the tip of your tongue at

A g/t & cdarcris
your tooth ridge and release air over the sides of your 0 s HO@ = )

Q© ™ Q@ ree
tongue' Q@ o ) @ cod

Q roe Q i

14) Consonant sound /s/ as in “Sun”

Raise the tip of your tongue towards your tooth ridge and release air over your tongue to make the
/s/ sound.

Don’t touch your alveolar ridge with the tip of your tongue (middle), (ask)
Make vowels before the /s/ sound shorter (final), (advice)
Fricative consonant: A that’s made by partially blocking the air which creates an audible friction.

*More than 5% of English words begin with the/s/ + consonant combination: Spanish

Watch out for the spelling!

I /.:S.‘:‘_-?’ — =
e 3¢ ?} & 2 : c

loofe lofe

| N m o uffe m uffe
91 0/ the world's languages have the /s/ sound v h 0 uae w h ose

s

happy
>

p
[ N
4 &




15) Consonant sound /7/ as in “z00”
Raise the tip of your tongue towards your tooth ridge and release air over your tongue to

make the /z/ sound. Don’t forget add your voice.

*Make a voiced sound with a longer vowel before it. “Cousin” / kaz on/

26

Fricative consonant: A that’s made by partially blocking the air which creates an audible friction.

Consonant Sound / z /

Watch out for the spelling!

deaign..' )
rige;
obgerve'o

’ “echeefje

N,
+ 28

e Tuefjday

Consonant Sound / z / = most common spelling

Q reason, dessert
e zer0, puzzie
c! exist, example

- MY N \( Nt b
few hiss fashion think happy J
9 VAN \. V. J
g N A/ d N N N
view his vision
y. 8 I\
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16) Consonant sound glottal T */?/ as in “Button”

The regular /t/ sound becomes a glottal */?/ sound before unstressed syllables containing /n/:
“Latin kitten in satin mittens”.

Disclaimer:

v’ It’s okay not a mistake to use a regular “T”.
v The glottal “T”, however, sounds more American.

Glottal “T” Step 1

Link the “regular” /t/ sound and the /n/ consonant without a vowel in between .
Glottal “T” step 2

Practice making a glottal stop using the common American expression “uh-oh”
Glottal “T” step3

Replace the /t/ sound with the glottal “T” in the word “button” /ba? n/

Is it worth learning?

(-) Glottal ‘T’ occurs in just about 0.5% of words

(+) But it’ll make you sound “more American”

certain satin cotton kitten " <
= eaten fountain Hilton
/'s3?n/ /'sa&?n/ /'ka?-n/ /'ki?n/ 7 irn/ /' faun?n/ /' hii?-n/
» > > > > > >
© thisiis Ameriosh pronuncietion (® /v becomes a glottal ‘T" before a weak syllable ending with /r

i i i
Six American English stop consonant sounds Why does a “regular* / t / become a glottal T2

butt: n

I'bA?-n/
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17) Consonant sound /f/ as in “show”
Practice words with the sound /f/ represented by the combination of letters “sh” [1].

Let’s practice words where this sound is represented by the letters “ch” and the letter “c”.
[2] (chef) /[ef].

Now let’s practice pronouncing words in which the /[/ sound is represented by the letter “t”

Why does a "regular” / t / become a glottal T'?

[3] (Election) /2'lek " fan/.

Fricative consonant: A that’s made by partially blocking the air which creates an audible friction.

(( -

HEBEE06 804

[o]e]e]e]

@ We @ the ff sound!

Q station, option
e! she, wish
Q delicious, ocean

o SUgar, pressure

@! chef, machine |
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18) Consonant sound /3/ as in “Vision”

Arch your tongue towards the roof of your mouth and release a noisy airstream to make

the /3/ sound, don’t forget to add your voice.

Fricative consonant: A that’s made by partially blocking the air which creates an audible friction.

000B0

: 0 0/6 0 o
Consonant Sound / 3/ — most common spelling Cview J{ mis J{ vison || wis || cmmm

Consonant Sound / 3 /

j/g_ words with /3/

Q measure, version |

Q CONCIEIge, regime

° seizure, azure
o equation

99 % words without /3/

19) Consonant sound /n/ as in “nice”

e To make the /n/ sound, put the tip of your tongue at your tooth ridge and direct the
air to your nose: “Nine men Ned a plan”.

e /n/x2:“Nine”

e 80% language have the sound /n/

Consonant Sound / n /

The most frequent consonant
in American English
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20) Consonant sound /h/ as in “home”

e Practice words in which the friction for the /h/ sound is created between your vocal
cords [1]

e Let’s practice words in which the friction fort the /h/ sound is created near your palate.
[2] (Hiccup) /' hik ap/

e Now let’s practice words in which the letter “h” is Not pronounced. [3] (What) /wat/

Fricative consonant: A that’s made by partially 0O 0 0 0 0
blocking the air which creates an audible friction. few || hiss || fashion || wink || hapey

-
Can you find the words with a silent 'H'? Consonant Sound / h / Consonant Sound / h / l

woégwmy -
{d '
our Souse \’
- ars
monorééoney ‘
$ ¢
[erd g ;[De s il ricton 4 el -

Consonant Sound /h / Consonant Sound / h / Congonant Sound b/

R"“‘

@ /h#3/ asin"hall” vs /h#i/ as in "heat”

Consonant Sound / h /

FO

n Engiish, the /I is always followed by a vowel
® @ this typically happens before the vowels /o,00,0.2 /

©  this happens before vowels ke LA /

Consonant Sound / /= common pronunciation mistakes
the only

Consonant Sound / h / = Mmon spelling

Letter 'H' helps to represent various sounds

Q home, who ]
@ thing, this

o she, wash

o chalr, peach

o cheetah, ghost
Q phone, alphabet




21) Consonant sound /tf/ as in “chair”
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e Practice words with the sound /ff/ represented by the combination of letters “ch” or “tch”

[1]. (Chance) / fas/.

e Let’s practice words where this sound is represented by the “t” [2]. (Question) / 'kwes'ffon/

e Now let’s practice words in which the letters “ch” are not pronounced as the /tf/ sound.

(Ache) /e1k/

Affricate sound: A Sound made by
stopping the airstream and releasing it
with an audible friction.

Consonant Sound / tf /

Stop soun®

Can you find words with the / 1] / sound?

e icago
e [@ance

o ello

e mafine
o mixQure

e melidanic

o [)ef
o fief

[

22) Consonant sound /dg/ as in “job”

Consonant Sound / tf

m e other ottt o

Micate 0™

Consonant Sound / tf /
Consonant Sound / tf /

ricate son®

/C'anve SO“‘\

Consonant Sound / t] / — most common spelling

G:! check, speech
Q suggestion, future |
‘E:i catch, kitchen

o ancient, cappuccine

e The /d3/ sound at the beginning of words [1] (gel) /dzel/
e Make sure to stop the air and then release it with friction [2] (Adjust) /o' dgast/
e Make a voiced sound with a longer vowel before it. [3] (Average) /' @v.rid3/

Affricate sound: A Sound made by stopping the airstream and

releasing it with an audible friction.

Consonant Sound / d3 /

Consonant Sound / d3 /

% O
Stop soun® Teatiye s

: ()
eff’/cale sou®

Consonant Sound / 5 /

Yo,
Cate soun®

Consonant Sound / d3 / = most common spelling

Q ginget, page
‘! job, object
@ fridge, bridge

o soldier, procedure

‘aa suggest, veggie

Micare sﬁ““b
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23) Consonant sound /w/ as in “way”

Consonant sound: A consonant sound is a speech sound in which the air stream is at least partially

blocked.

Glide sound: A glide is a sound that is made with the air flowing over the tongue when it leaves

the mouth.

e Practice words with the sound /w/ represented by the letter ‘w’. [1] (Work) /w3-k/.
e Let’s practice words where this sound is represented by the letter ‘u’ in ‘-qu-‘ or ‘-gu-
combination. [2] (Frequent) /' frik.wont/

e Let’s practice words where the /w/ sound is Not pronounced. [3] (answer) /' &n.so-/

owel Souny sonant §
“so“an( Soup, d, 66«\\ ‘i CO“ Ou,,d
o ;,,

g

ot

$ .
2 K Z \
Nounced ke ® Onsonant 08

o, g
€ smoothly, W

Consonant Sound / w / — most common spelling

QeU= o woman, away
/kw/ 20% |\ — <

@ quite, gueen

@ language, penguin

@ sulte, persuade
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24) Consonant sound /j/ as in “yes”
e Practice words with the sound /j/ represented by the letter ‘y’ [1]. (Young) /jan/
e Let’s practice words in which the/j/ sound is represented by the letters ‘u” and ‘i’. [2]
(Value) /veel.ju/, (Opinion) /o 'pin.jon/.
Consonant Sound / j / - most common spelling

Glide sound: A glide is a sound
that is made with the air flowing
over the tongue when it leaves the
mouth.

Q unit, cure )

year, beyond
million, piano ‘,

Q few, view

*The /j/ always occurs before vowel sounds, but it’s not part of a

vowel.
year your hue fury Consonant Sound / j / =
/jxr/ /jor/ /hju/ /'fj3-i/

4 > > 4

Consonant Sound / j / =

1
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25) Consonant sound Dark L /¥ as in call, American English Pronunciation.

Consonant Sound "Dark” L

Dark L: The “dark” L is only a
positional variation of the /l/ sound and tool gold !Q O

not a distinct consonant! /tut/ / gou‘rd/ “,
» > [/

e Practice words with the /I/ sound after the back vowel sounds [1]. (Bold) /bould/

e Let’s practice Words in which the /l/ sound occurs after the central and front vowel
sounds. [2]. (Salad) /'sael.od/

e Now you’ll have to guess which /1/ sound to pronounce: the ‘regular’ or the ‘dark’
one? [3]. ( Place) /pleis/.

S
. When should you and shouldn't you make the “dark” L? When should you and shouldn't you make the "dark" L?
When should you and shouldn't you make the “dark” L?

o000

Consonant Sound / | / - pr

When should you and shouldn't you make the "dark” L? Consonant Sound / | / = common pronunciation mistakes

-6 08 86

1 "L @ % 3 /|/ (distorted /1/ sound) /+/ as in "tool," "full

Bottom line:

e It’s okay to always pronounce the “regular” /1/
e Avoid using the “soft” /I/ sound!

Did you know? The /l/ consonant slightly affects the Pronunciation of the preceding vowel sounds.

Vowels before the /I/: Vowel sounds before the /1/ are pronounced slightly further back and higher
in your mouth.
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26) Consonant sound /t/ as in “toy”, American English Pronunciation.
e The /t/ is made with a strong puff of air at the beginning of words and stressed syllables.[1]

(Tea) /'ti/. Aspirated/t/.

e Remember, stop sounds at the end of words are made without a puff of air.[2]. (Airport) /
‘er port/. Unaspirated 1.

e Remember, the /t/ sound is made without a puff of air in the /st/ cluster.[3]. (Stable)
/'ster.bl/. Cluster.

voiceless voiced

lips

DN
Aspirated / t/ Unaspirated / 1/ / t/is not aspirated after /s / ~ f\j‘\ p s N
/k-g/ /‘\. AL \y ( “_'\.. A4 throat
' ' U
I * ‘ I * \‘
time /tatm/ light /latt/ stop /stap/

time con-tain toy i
/taim/ /kan temn/ J1o1/ stop sti street

> > > /stap/ /st1l/ /strit/

4 » >
@ in these words the /t/ Is made with a strong puff of ait
(@ in these words the /t/ is not aspirated as it follows the /s/ sound

light got boat kit kitt-en kitt-y
/lan/ /gat/ /bout/ /kt/ /K17 n/ fkati/
i > > > > >

@ in these words the /1/ is made without a puff of air @ "normal’ /t/ compared to “glottal T* and "flap T



27) Consonant sound /d/ as in “dog”, American English Pronunciation.
e The /d/ is made with a slight puff of air at the beginning of words and stressed syllables.[1]

(Daily) /'der.li/. Aspirated /d/.
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e Remember, stop sounds at the end of words are made without a puff of air. [2]. (Add) /ed/.

e Pronounce words with more than one /d/ which one is aspirated and which one is not? [3].

Unaspirated /d/.
(Dad) / deed/.
day a-ddress do
/det/ /a'dres/ /du/
> S >
@ in these words the /d/ is made with a slight puff of air
bed grade road
/bed/ /grexd/ /roud/
> " 3
(@ in these words the /d/ is made without a puff of air
Aspirated /d /

day /der/

/k-g/

voiced

voiceless

Unaspirated / d /

bed /bed/

lips

alveolar
ridge

throat



